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Stephen Burns Joins B. E. Smith as Vice President, Project Leader
 
LENEXA, Kan. (February 15, 2011) — B. E. Smith recently appointed Stephen Burns as vice president, project 
leader for the firm’s Interim Leadership and Consulting Solutions divisions. An accomplished healthcare executive 
with more than 30 years of experience in clinical operations and program development in a managed care  
environment, he will assume his new duties at B. E. Smith immediately. 

Burns will lead a number of interim and consulting leaders nationwide who provide leadership solutions for  
B. E. Smith clients. He brings a proven track record for protecting and improving quality of care, decreasing  
overall costs and ensuring regulatory compliance, according to Deirdre Byrne, senior vice president of Interim  
and Consulting Services, B. E. Smith. 

“Stephen has improved clinical, financial and operational performance for healthcare providers of all sizes, and  
at all levels within the organization,” Byrne said. “His ability to drive peak performance and real results in virtually 
every facet of the organization is a powerful asset for our clients.” 

Prior to joining B. E. Smith, Burns held executive leadership roles including chief nursing officer/senior vice  
president of patient care services and chief operating officer. During his career, Burns has provided leadership for 
a wide range of healthcare services, including nursing, perioperative and emergency services, behavioral health, 
respiratory and cardiology, pharmacy, imaging and laboratory services, wellness, police and fire clinic, and student 
health services. 

Burns earned a master of business administration degree from Pepperdine University in Los Angeles, Calif.,  
and a bachelor of science degree in nursing from Florida International University in Miami, Fla. He is a Johnson  
and Johnson Fellow of the Wharton Business School for Nurse Executives and is an active member of the  
American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE) and the American Organization of Nurse Executives (AONE). 

Burns can be reached at sburns@besmith.com.

About B. E. Smith: 
Founded in 1978, B. E. Smith is a full-service leadership solutions firm for healthcare providers. B. E. Smith’s  
comprehensive suite of services includes Interim Healthcare Leadership, Permanent Executive Placements and 
Consulting Solutions. The company is comprised of veteran healthcare leaders who partner with each client to  
create a solution that uniquely fits that client’s individual needs. B. E. Smith maintains the largest database of  
skilled leadership and interim executive candidates in the industry and recently placed more than 600 leaders into  
healthcare organizations worldwide. For more information, visit www.BESmith.com or call 877-802-4593.
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